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C H A P T E R  2 1

FOLDING CARD TABLES: 
ARE KIDS THE CHURCH 

OF TOMORROW?
“Kids are the church of tomorrow.” I cringe every time I 
hear this statement. Oh, I know most people don’t mean 
any harm by it. They’re simply trying to remind us that 
we need to raise the next generation to become future 
leaders in the church. However, it still pains me to hear this 
expression used.

That statement subtly implies that kids are not a vital 
part of the church today. It’s as if our kids are sitting at 
the folding card table at Thanksgiving, waiting for the 
day when they can join the adults at the real table. This 
notion is about as far away from the truth as we can get. 
Theologically, functionally, and missionally, kids are an 
essential part of the church today. Right now. 
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THE THEOLOGICAL NATURE OF KIDS BEING 
AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE CHURCH
Paul talked about the nature of the church quite a bit 
in his Epistles. The human body was one of his favorite 
metaphors to use. Paul talked about the church as a human 
body in Romans, 1 Corinthians, Colossians, and Ephesians. 
Here’s one of his uses of bodily imagery:

There is one body and one Spirit —  just as you were 
called to one hope at your calling — one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
above all and through all and in all. (Ephesians 4:4-6)

What word jumps out at you? What word does Paul use 
multiple times in that one sentence? That’s right—one. 
One body. One Spirit. One hope. One Lord. One faith. 
One baptism. One God. 

The word one is used seven times out of the 40 total 
words in that sentence. That’s almost a fifth of the passage 
dedicated to one word! Most writers go out of their way to 
use synonyms instead of repeating the same word. So why 
did Paul use the word one so many times? It was because 
he was making an important point, one he wanted to be 
abundantly clear about. 

Just as a person has one body, not two or three, there is one 
church. There isn’t a past church, a present church, and 
a future church. There isn’t a JV team church or a minor 
league church. There is simply the church. One church. 
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Kids who have trusted in Christ are part of that one 
church. 

When a kid trusts in Christ, everything that is true about 
salvation is true of her in that instant. She is a new creation. 
The old is gone and the new has come. She is completely 
forgiven, completely righteous, completely justified. She 
has become a child of God with full access to her Father 
through the Son by the power of the Spirit. She has been 
brought into God’s family fully and completely—to share 
in relationship and accountability and to play her unique 
role in the mission of the church. 

What is true of you in Christ? That is also exactly true of 
the 8-year-old who trusted in Christ last week! And that’s 
why we cannot say kids are the church of tomorrow. It 
reduces these saints to second-class citizens in Christ’s 
kingdom. They have a role to play in God’s kingdom right 
now as they answer to their King. 

THE FUNCTIONAL 
NATURE OF 
KIDS BEING AN 
ESSENTIAL PART 
OF THE CHURCH
The beauty of Paul’s 
metaphor of the church 
as a human body 
is that it allows for 
striking diversity within 

Just as a person has one 
body, not two or three, 
there is one church...
Kids who have trusted 
in Christ are part of that 
one church. 
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uncompromised unity. A human body has many different 
parts, each with different functions, that all work together 
in harmony. In the same way, God’s design is for the church 
to be one unified body, but for that body to be made up of 
very different people, each fulfilling his or her unique role 
to accomplish the church’s one mission. 

When a church looks and acts like this, it is a sight to 
behold. It’s beautiful when people who are very different 

unite in Christ. A church full 
of people who genuinely love 
one another and embrace 
their differences makes for a 
powerful picture of the gospel. 
The church shouldn’t turn a 
blind eye to these differences. 
She should celebrate them 

because God has brought such beautifully different people 
together as one in Christ.20 God is certainly glorified in a 
diverse, unified church. 

A unified church full of diverse people is also quite 
functional. Let’s go back to Paul’s body metaphor, this time 
in Romans, to see how this is true:

Now as we have many parts in one body, and all the 
parts do not have the same function, in the same way 
we who are many are one body in Christ and individu-
ally members of one another. (Romans 12:4-5)

20 Revelation 7:9

God is certainly 
glorified in a diverse, 
unified church. 
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Imagine if the human body were made up of only eyes. 
While me might be able to see well (and actually, we 
couldn’t do that without a brain), we wouldn’t be able to 
hear, taste, touch, move, breathe, or do anything else. This 
wouldn’t be a good design for a body, would it? 

In the same way, God didn’t design the church body to 
be full of people who are the same. He gives us diversity 
of ideas, experiences, talents, skills, and giftings so that 
together we can function at full capacity. 

Our kids who have trusted in Christ are part of that 
wonderful design. God has given each child ideas, 
experiences, talents, skills, and giftings to be used for the 
church’s mission to bring God glory. Just as the human 
body would not function at full capacity if you removed 
parts of it—such as the hands—we cannot expect the 
church body to operate at full capacity if we remove parts 
of it—such as our kids! 

One of the things I love about kids is their energy and joy. 
Yes, that energy can be hard to bear at times, especially 
when it’s time to talk about a Bible story and they’d rather 
throw index cards at a cabinet to see who can get a card 
to stick in the gap between the door and the cabinet (true 
story). However, that energy and joy is actually a gift to 
the church. It’s hard to spend time with kids and not be 
energized. It’s hard to talk with kids for long and not laugh 
and smile. It would be our loss if kids were pushed to the 
margins of the church. 
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However, there is an even more profound gift that kids 
provide the church:

He [Jesus] called a child and had him stand among 
them. “Truly I tell you,” he said, “unless you turn and 
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like 
this child  —  this one is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. And whoever welcomes one child like this in 
my name welcomes me.” (Matthew 18:2-5)

We often hear the take-away of this passage taught as 
though we should strive for childlike faith. That isn’t quite 
what Jesus was talking about. Instead, Jesus used a child to 
teach about a person’s need to have childlike humility—a 
humility that will in turn lead to saving faith. 

My youngest son Caleb loves drinking smoothies that come 
vacuum-sealed with foil. He drinks several of these a day 
and each time brings them to my wife or me to open. He 
has no qualms about this. He knows he cannot pull that 
piece of foil hard enough to open the smoothie, but it 
doesn’t embarrass him. He doesn’t make excuses for why he 
cannot open it. He just shamelessly brings the smoothie to 
us to open. 

This is a simple picture of the humility Jesus was talking 
about. Kids know they need help. They know there is so 
much they cannot do. And this truth doesn’t shame them. 
They accept it and get help. 



97

That kind of humility—humility that forces you to depend 
on someone else—is at the core of the gospel. To properly 
receive the gospel we need to admit that we cannot do 
anything about our sin 
on our own. We need 
help. We need to fully 
depend on Jesus to take 
care of the problem of 
sin for us. Childlike 
humility leads to this 
kind of saving faith. 
This beautiful model of 
humility is another gift 
which kids provide the 
church. 

Every time we see kids shamelessly asking for someone 
to help them find a Bible verse, asking who made God, 
or if their pet will be in heaven—we should cherish their 
humility as a gift to the church and ask ourselves if we are 
walking in this kind of humility. 

THE MISSIONAL NATURE OF KIDS BEING AN 
ESSENTIAL PART OF THE CHURCH
Kids who have trusted in Jesus have so much to offer the 
church as she gathers. However, kids also have much to 
offer the church as she is scattered throughout the week on 
mission. This is a mission that centers on evangelism.  

Childlike humility leads 
to this kind of saving 
faith. This beautiful 
model of humility is 
another gift which kids 
provide the church. 
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I thought of something a few years ago that has really stuck 
with me. You may have thought of it too; I am sure the 
thought isn’t original to me. Almost everything we do now 
for God, we will do better in eternity when sin is finally 
removed from our lives. We will learn better. We will love 

better. We will serve better. We 
will worship better. Almost 
everything we do for God’s 
glory will be done better in 
eternity. 

But there is one thing we won’t 
do better. In fact, we won’t be 
able to do it at all—share the 
gospel. Evangelism is one of 
the few things we can only do 
now. This makes evangelism 
central to our mission. (Well, 
that and the fact that Jesus 

commanded us to share the gospel.) If evangelism is central 
to the church’s mission, and if kids are indeed an important 
part of the church, then we should actively be encouraging 
kids to evangelize . 

As we tell our kids the one big story of Jesus, we need to 
be sure they understand that His story is still ongoing and 
that they have a role to play in it. God has placed our kids 
where they are to bring about a revolution through the 
gospel. This is the vision we must cast to them.  

God has placed our 
kids where they are 
to bring about a 
revolution through 
the gospel. This is 
the vision we must 
cast to them.


